TOWN OF HOWARD
TOWN BOARD MEETING
MAY 13, 2026

The regular meeting of the Howard Board was called to order by Supervisor Donald Evia at
7:00pm.

Present: Supervisor Donald Evia, Councilman Andrew Burdin, Councilman Ed OBrochta,
Councilman Ron Dyer, Councilman Gary Rice.

Absent: Highway Superintendent Lee Pyer
Also Present: Barry Kidder (P.B.C.), William Thew (County Legislator), Richard Stewart.
The Pledge to the flag was led by Supervisor Don Evia.

Previous Minutes: The regular meeting minutes from the previous month were reviewed by
the Board.

A Motion was made by Councilman Rice and seconded by Councilman Burdin to approve the
April 2026 minutes.

Carried: Councilman Burdin, Aye; Councilman OBrochta, Aye; Councilman Dyer, Aye;
Councilman Rice, Aye and Supervisor Evia, Aye.

Public Comment: County Legislator William Thew gave report that the Steuben County Landfill
was going to expand its existing cell which only has 2 years left on it. The new cell is going to
cost approx. $20 Million dollars and it is going to be bonded. He reports that there are some
existing contracts that are coming to an end and will be renegotiated. He comments that this is
the biggest of the County expenditures. He also reports that at every County meeting they have
individuals from Corning area complaining about the Sheriff’s Department working with I.C.E..
Councilman OBrochta asked Mr. Thew if the Legislature has approved the exemption for
Disabled Military Veterans for Town and County property taxes. Mr. Thew responded that yes,
they did pass it along with one for the Firefighters, Surviving Spouse’s for Law Enforcement.
Richard Stewart asked if Supervisor Evia was aware of the Library Audit and if he had read it
and what his sentiments were on it. Supervisor Evia responded yes and yes and he believed it
was poor accounting practices. More discussion regarding the Library Audit to follow in New
Business.

Department Reports:

A. Monthly Highway Report- Highway Superintendent Pyer had provided a written
report to the Board members entailing the department has been grading roads,
ditching and putting gravel down on roads. Councilman Rice reported that the new
Backhoe had arrived. He also reported that the Ford F-600 Truck is getting the new
dump box put on and should be done by the end of the month. He states in the
report that they need to do a resolution to sell the 2022 Dodge 2500 (White truck)




on Auction International for $28,900.00. And, to put the 2021 Dodge 5500 Dump
truck with plow and sander on Auction International to sell, if it does not bring an
acceptable bid to repost the dump truck in October.

A Resolution (#18-2026) was made upon a motion by Councilman OBrochta and
seconded by Councilman Burdin to sell the 2022 Dodge 2500 (White truck) on the
auction for $28,900.00.

Adopted: Councilman Burdin, Aye; Councilman OBrochta, Aye; Councilman Dyer,
Aye; Councilman Rice, Aye and Supervisor Evia, Aye.

A Resolution (#19-2026) was made upon a motion by Councilman Rice and
seconded by Councilman Burdin to put the 2021 Dodge 5500 Dump Truck with plow
and sander on auction to sell now, if it does not bring an acceptable bid to repost
the dump truck in October.

Adopted: Councilman Burdin, Aye; Councilman OBrochta, Aye; Councilman Dyer,
Aye; Councilman Rice, Aye and Supervisor Evia, Aye.

Town Clerk, Fran Sharp, informs the Board that Superintendent Pyer sent an email
regarding a quote for a 2026 Hyundai Loader with a cost of $119,671.00 after the
trade-in of their 2023 Hyundai Loader and a 3-year warranty and requests the Board
to review it. Supervisor Evia commented that John Deere contacted Lee to let him
know they are unable to compete with the price that Hyundai quoted him.
Supervisor Evia states that it is a bigger Loader than they currently have and it would
be delivered this year with no money until January 2027 and that Hyundai already
has someone lined up to purchase Highway Department’s current Loader. The Board
member discuss this purchase and the financial plan for equipment purchases. It was
also mentioned that it is a good time to purchase this Loader now due to an increase
in October 2026.

A Motion was made by Councilman Burdin to purchase the new Hyundai Loader
with the 3-year warranty for $119,671.00 (after trade in of the 2023 Hyundai) and
pay for it in January 2027.

Carried: Councilman Burdin, Aye; Councilman OBrochta, Aye; Councilman Dyer, Aye;
Councilman Rice, Aye and Supervisor Evia, Aye.

Monthly Planning Board Report- Barry Kidder (Chair) reports that he gave the
Planning Board Members the information regarding the training classes offered at
the Corning Community College. He also reports that they discussed the plans for
the park pavilion and informed the Board Members that the design was in their
packets and explained what they were to the Board. Councilman Rice commented
on the wall on the west end said that was a good idea. Barry also commented that
with Ed Flaitz (Ed’s Computers) help that he and the Town Clerk figured out how to
operate the computer/tv setup in the meeting room for future training purposes.
Councilman OBrochta comments that he likes the size of the pavilion, but informs
Barry that there will need to be estimates. Councilman Dyer suggests they should
get an engineered drawing of the pavilion first so everyone is under the same
criteria. Councilman Burdin questioned about getting bids. Supervisor Evia said they



would try to get bids. He explained that in the past they were lucky to get 1 or 2 bids
from Contractors. The Board all agreed that they like the size and set up.

Monthly Fire Department Report- No meeting for April/No report
. Monthly Assessor’s Report- No report for April
Monthly Building Inspector’s Report- No report for April

Monthly Town Justice Report- A written report for April was submitted consisting of
cases and fines. A check was written to the Town in the amount of $468.00.

. Monthly Animal Control Report- A written report for April was submitted reporting
there was 1 complaint regarding 2 unleashed dogs. Owner was given a warning.

. Monthly Library Report- A written report for April was submitted consisting of a
letter addressed to the Board Members, expense sheets, miscellaneous attendance
sheet as well as May and June Calendars. Also included in their packet is their Library
By-Laws sent at the request of the Town Board Members. A recent Howard Library
Audit was also included in the Members packets for review.

Monthly Town Clerk’s Report- A written report was given for April 2026 consisting
of revenue brought in from 7 Dog Licenses ($71.00) totally $71.00.

Disbursements: Paid out to Town Supervisor ($71.00), NYS Animal Population
Control Program ($9.00) totally $80.00.

The Clerk reports that there were no marriages or Building permits issued in April.
There were 3 Handicap permits issued in April. She also reports that the new Ring
Central Phone System is up and running. The was one glitch with the system that
prevented the Bookkeeper from getting Authentication Codes but was able to
resolve the issue. Fran informs the Board that a couple of emails with F.O.I.L.
requests can through that appear to be scams. She shows them to the Board and
asked the Board what she should do. Councilman Rice asked what happens if we do
not respond. Councilman Dyer comments about a list of what documents can be
F.O.I.L. and which ones cannot, he suggests checking the list and if what they are
asking for doesn’t meet the requirements for the F.O.l.L. request and inform them of
that. Councilman Dyer also acknowledges that he has never seen requests like these.
Supervisor Evia commented they do not look legitimate. Fran also comments that
with the new Thunderbird email account, there is a lot of spam mail. William Thew
states that the County has a program called an Email Authenticator that weeds out a
lot of the spam. The Board suggests contacting Ed Flaitz, Ed’s Computer, to see if
that is something we can use.

She reports that the record purging is going very well and that she has been in touch
with the Court and the Assessor regarding their part of the purging. She passed
around information regarding Swarthout Recycling and comments that she believes



what they have to offer would be the way to go and ask for Board approval to hire
them when the purge is done. Councilman Rice after reviewing the information the
Swarthout Recycling, he believes it is a fair price. The Board approves the hiring of
Swarthout Recycling when ready. She also acknowledged Mr. Stewart for his letter
sent regarding First Heritage Bank shredding days. She explained that they have a
limit on how much they accept and there are no exemptions with Municipalities.
Town Clerk, Fran Sharp request that $4,500.00 be moved from General Fund A599
to the Town Clerk’s budget line A1410.4. She explains that with the many expenses
(Office Equipment, Computer Software, Copier, Postage, Mileage, Legal Notices) that
comes out of the Clerk’s budget, it has put it in the negative of approx. $1,200.00.

A Motion was made by Councilman Rice and seconded by Councilman Dyer to
approve the Appropriations needed to amend the 2026 budget in the amount of
$4,500.00 being moved from line A599 to A1410.4.

Carried: Councilman Burdin, Aye; Councilman OBrochta, Aye; Councilman Dyer, Aye;
Councilman Rice, Aye and Supervisor Evia, Aye.

J. Monthly Town Supervisor’s Report- Supervisor Evia reports on the revenue from
the sale of the 2022 2500 Dodge Ram truck for $28,900.00, the Court check for
$468.00, the Town Clerk check for $71.00 and the True-up Sales Tax check
$171,325.00 which have all been deposited in the bank.

Old Business: Councilman Rice asked if there were any updates on the Historical Museum roof
and floor repairs. Councilman OBrochta stated that it was approved by the Board to hire Jeff
Henry to do that job. Supervisor Evia commented that it would all have to be re-quoted. Fran
Sharp, Clerk informs the Board that there is a revised Resolution calling on Governor Hochul to
Declare an “Energy State of Emergency” related to escalating energy costs.

A Resolution (#20-2026) was made upon a motion by Councilman Rice and seconded by
Councilman Dyer to approve and send this revised Resolution “Energy State of Emergency” to
Governor Hochul.

Adopted: Councilman Burdin, Aye; Councilman OBrochta, Aye; Councilman Dyer, Aye;
Councilman Rice, Aye and Supervisor Evia, Aye,

New Business: More discussion regarding the Library Audit and monthly reports. Richard
Stewart asked what the Library Monthly reports consists of. The Board responded that it was
just the expenditures. Councilman OBrochta commented that he had pressed them for
beginning and ending balances and they have not provided that information. Supervisor Evia
commented that he and Councilman OBrochta had a conversation with one of them last year
regarding the $80,000 - $90,000 they were sitting on and questioned it. They replied that they
had projects in the library that they were going to use the money for. Supervisor Evia explained
that they have to account for that money and should set up a Reserve Fund and dedicate it for
that purpose. He offered his help in helping in getting that set up and they did not respond back
to the offer. Supervisor Evia asked them prior to this meeting to please attend to answer
questions that may be asked regarding this recent Library Audit which they did not. Councilman
Dyer believes what triggered the Audit was the fact an Annual Financial Report had not been




done since 2017. It was suggested that more interaction between the Town Board and the
Library be implemented. County Legislator Thew said that the Board could make their funding
to the library contingent on what the Board desires.

Regular Business:
The regular bills were presented to the Board for Audit.

Highway (Abstract #74-84) $145,364.53
General (Abstract #101-130) $6,644.25
Lighting District (Abstract #112) $200.96

A Motion was made by Councilman OBrochta and seconded by Councilman Dyer to
approve and pay these bills.

Carried: Councilman Burdin, Aye; Councilman OBrochta, Aye; Councilman Dyer, Aye;
Councilman Rice, Aye and Supervisor Evia, Aye.

Executive Session:
Town Supervisor Evia commented that they need to go into Executive Session regarding
a potential litigation.
A Motion was made by Councilman Rice and seconded by Councilman Burdin to enter in
Executive Session at 7:43pm
Carried: Councilman Burdin, Aye; Councilman OBrochta, Aye; Counciiman Dyer, Aye,
Councilman Rice, Aye and Supervisor Evia, Aye.
A Motion was made by Councilman Rice and seconded by Councilman OBrochta to close
the Executive Session at 8:05pm.
Carried: Councilman Burdin, Aye; Councilman OBrochta, Aye; Councilman Dyer, Aye;
Councilman Rice, Aye and Supervisor Evia, Aye.

Town Board Member Discussion: None

Adjournment:
A Motion was made by Councilman Rice and seconded by Councilman Burdin to adjourn
the meeting at 8:27pm.
Carried: Councilman Burdin, Aye; Councilman OBrochta, Aye; Councilman Dyer, Aye;
Councilman Rice, Aye and Supervisor Evia, Aye.

Frances Sharp
Howard Town Clerk




